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SECTION   V.
THE EVIDENCE OF OHIGEN l.

Jerome informs us that Tertullian, whose remains
we have last examined, lived to a very advanced age.
Long, therefore, before his death flourished Origen,
one of the most celebrated lights of the primitive
Church. He was educated a Christian. Indeed his
father is said to have suffered martyrdom about the
year 202. Origen was a pupil of Clement of Alex-
andria. His virtues and his labours have called forth
the admiration of all ages; and though he cannot be
implicitly followed as a teacher, what still remains of
his works will be delivered down as a rich treasure to
succeeding times. He was a most voluminous writer;
and Jerome2 asked the members of his church, " Who
is there among us that can read as many books as
Origen has composed?" A large proportion of his
works are lost; and of those which remain, few are
preserved in the original Greek. We are often obliged
to study Origen through the medium of a translation,
the accuracy of which we have no means of verify-
ing. A difficult and delicate duty also devolves upon
the theological student to determine which of the
works attributed to Origen are genuine and which are
spurious; and what parts, moreover, of the works re-
ceived on the whole as genuine came from his pen. Of

1  Benedictine edition, by Be la Rue, Paris, 1733.    Be la Rue
had completed only part of his preface to the third volume, when he
was stricken for death.    He died in 1739.    This editor seems to
have been as pious and benevolent, as he was learned and indus-
trious.

2  Vol. iv. epist. xli. p. 346.